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Ms Libby Mettam; Dr Kim Hames 

MARGARET RIVER — CHINESE TELEVISION PROGRAM — WHERE ARE WE GOING, DAD? 

735. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Tourism: 

I recently read an article in The Sunday Times about a Chinese reality television show titled Where Are We 
Going, Dad? that will be filmed in the Margaret River region and is being supported by the state government. 
What does the minister expect this program will do for the tourism industry? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

I thank the member for the question. Of course, for the member and the Minister for Regional Development, it is 
great news that this team from Hunan Television is coming down to Margaret River. It has been outside China to 
do this program only twice in its three-year history. Last year, it was to New Zealand, and this year, it was just to 
Western Australia to the Margaret River region. The program is called Where Are We Going, Dad? It is five 
Chinese celebrities going places with their children and television footage around that. This is the second most 
popular program in China and has massive ratings of 75 million viewers who will be looking at what they do in 
Margaret River. There will be two episodes of two hours each showing all the things that Margaret River has to 
offer. Mr Speaker, this is a really exciting program. China currently has 41 000 visitors coming to 
Western Australia. When I became Minister for Tourism, we committed to doubling the then 18 000 Chinese 
tourists. That is now up to 41 000, so we have more than doubled it well inside the term of government that we 
suggested. They are second for visitor spend; $205 million is spent by that group in Western Australia. 

When Hunan Television did the program in New Zealand, the estimated value of the program to New Zealand 
was $154 million. This is well worth supporting, and it has been supported by Tourism WA. I would like to 
thank our team in China who have been working for a year now to negotiate Hunan Television’s coming to 
Western Australia. As I said, WA is the only place this year outside of China where that team is going, so it is 
great news for WA. 
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